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I like horror and ghost stories quite a bit. I get excited when 
people tell me about frightening experiences they've had or 
supposedly true encounters with ghosts. 

Just as I don't believe in gods or Buddha, I don't really believe 
in the existence of ghosts and spirits. But the beauty of a 
ghost story lies in that logic-defying ineffability. That's the fun 
of it. 

Masami Kurumada—1990 



Masami Kurumada made his manga debut in 1974 with 
Sukeban Arashi (Delinquent Storm), the story of the life of a 
teenage girl. His first big hit came in 1977 with the popular 
series Ring ni Kakero (Put It All in the Ring). In 1986, he 
truly hit it big when he created Saint Seiya (Knights of the 
Zodiac), which was first serialized in Weekly Shonen Jump 
magazine, then went on to span 28 volumes, 114 TV episodes, 
four movies and a video game! 
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LECENDS SPEAK OF YOUNG- MEN WHO PROTECTED 
THE CREEK CODDESS ATHENA. KNOWN AS ATHENA'S 
KNICHTS, THEy WERE SAID TO WIELD PUNCHES THAT 
CRACKED THE SKY AND KICKS THAT SPLIT THE EARTH. 
TO RAISE WARRIORS WITH THE STRENGTH TO PICHT 
FOR PRINCESS SIENNA, THE INCARNATION OF ATHENA, 
LORD N08U OF THE CRANDE FOUNDATION SENT 100 
BOY S OUT INTO THE WORLD TO TRAIN AS KNICHTS. 
POUR BRONZE KNIOHTS--SEIYA, HYOCA, SHIRYU AND 
SHUN—SUCCEEDED BRILLIANTLY IN THEIR TRAINING. 
IN BATTLES ACAINST THE CORRUPT MASTER OF 
SANCTUARY AND THE SEA SOD POSEIDON, THE 
LOVE AND JUSTICE OF ATHENA AND HER 
KNICHTS TRIUMPHED. 

BUT THIS PEACE HAS BEEN FLEETINC, AS HADES, THE 
COD OF THE UNDERWORLD, HAS ARISEN TO INVADE 
THE EARTH WITH HIS ARMY OF SPECTERS. AMONO THE 
SPECTERS ARE THE DECEASED COLD KNICHTS SACA, 
SHURA AND CAMUS. KNICHTS PAST AND PRESENT 
MEET IN A BITTER BATTLE, DURINC WHICH THE COLD 
KNICHT SHAKA FALLS AND ATHENA TAKES HER OWN 
LIFE. MEANWHILE, THE BRONZE KNICHTS DESCEND 
INTO THE KINCDOM OF HADES... 
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FORP IT! 
THE RIVER 
ACHERON 












WHAT'S 

THAT?* 


'■/EAH. AND I 
JUST yK/VCW 
SHIRWJ AND 
HYOGA MADE 
IT HERE, TOO. 


f ALU 
' RIGHT, 
THEN. LET'S 
\ CATCH UP 
i WITH 
I ATHENA 
^ RIGHT 

f\AWAy. 


AFTER 


WE'VE 
GOT HER 
CLOTH/ 


DOTH ATHENA 
AND SHAKA 
AWAKENED THE 
EIGHTH SENSE 
AND HEADED 
FOR HADES. 


BUT LOOK 
AT THIS VAST 
WASTELAND, 
STRETCHING 
FOREVER UNDER 
THE PITCH- 
k BLACK SKy... 


I CAN'T 
EVEN TELL 
WHICH WAy 
IS WHICH/ 
WHERE 
SHOULD WE 








IT'S THE 
OATE OF 
HELL.// 






I'D HEARD 
THAT THE 
SATE OF HELL 
WAS ALSO 
KNOWN AS 
THE SATE OF 
DESPAIR... , 


-/ THE ONE 
1 THINOTHAT 
, PEOPLE 
| WHO HAVE 
LOST 

EVERVTHINO 
CAN STILL 
v ORASP 
V ONTO... 


HOW 

DARE 

HADES 


...BUT 

WHAT 

CRUEL, 

PITILESS 










IF WE PERSEVERE, 

X KNOW WE CAN FINE? 
HOPE EVEN IN THE 
MIPST OF PESPAIR. 




RIGHT! 


i 






























CELEST/AL 

INTERVAL 

STAR 

ACHERON 

CHARON!! 










































ROLL 

tNG 





















S2S 



: THINK WE 
*BROUGHT 
% CASH? 

'cfmfbh 


we BJtaf > 

CAN tS«V 

FORCE 
OUR WAY 
SHUN ACROSS 

































































































































EPPYING 

CURRENT 

CRUSH¬ 

ER!! 


















































































OTHERWISE, 

I OUARAN- ) « 

tee you / 

WON'T LIKE W 
WHAT WILL I 
HAPPEN TO /P 



RECENTLY, A I 
DEPARTED p 
SOUL WAS EE 
SLICED TO BITS g 
BEFORE HE P 
WAS EVEN k= 
JUPG&P, ALL g 
BECAUSE OF P 
A SINOLE f 
SNEEZE/ JE 











LISTEN, £ 
PIPSQUEAKS!! 1 
I'VE BEEN 
GUIPING THE 
PEAP THROUGH % 
THIS COURT IN 
SILENCE FOR % 
AGES!! ^ 


(tJIPJ 


mm 






















GUARDS 
THE FIRST 
PRISON// < 














X COU LV 
HEAR THE 
CLAMOR 
EVEK FROM 
MY 

CHAMBERS. 


THAT VULGAR 
SNEEZE, THEN 
UNINTELLIGIBLE 
SCREECHING, ANP, 
FINALLY THE MOST 
SORPIP ACT EVER 
TO PEFILE THIS 
SACREP PLACE... 


WASN'T, 
THB K 
ONB \ 
WHO N 
PASSBL7 
GAS... 

































we've j 


RIVER ACh 
ANP INFILTi 
THE FIR 
PRISOb 


77 





































zetN- 
CARNA * 
TIONH 






YOUR MOST 
SERIOUS SIN 
HAS BEEN 
INJURING 
COUNTLESS 
PEOPLE!! 


cm you 

STILL BAY 
YOU HAVE 
NOT PONE 
AN/ EVIL? 


SEVERELY 

VIOLENT 




















S ? 8 

? THE FIRST ^ 
* VALLEY OF — 
„ THE SIXTH ^ 
' PRISON!! ^ 


^ THIS 15 
THE CIRCLE OF 
.. THE VIOLENT, 
„ THOSE WHO 
S SHED THE 

r BLOOD OF 

^ THEIR FELLOW 
^ MAN// 


sj THE/ 
fcb, SUFFER FOR 
^ ETERNITY, 
jpr IMMERSED 
■5. IN BOILING- 
Lf BLOOD// 






m 


TH OSt 
CHAINS? 


I WON'T \ ( uf ' 
LET YOU ) f 
THROW H 


V, '■ 






















THE 

5/4 L RON 
WHIP SHALL 
MEASURE 
THE 

GRAVITY 
OP YOUR 



















NOTHING 

CAN VBFBNV ( 

A&A\NBft THE 

whip of 

JUP£MENT// JKV&S 






I'VE NEVER 
WANTED TO 
HURT ANYONE, 
NOT EVEN MY 
ENEMIES... BUT 
IN THE END, 
THEY ALWAYS 
OET WOUNDED. 





































/ X THOU&HT 
/ WE WERE 
/ PONE FOR, 
BUT WHEN 
l I CAM TO, 
















COULV IT 
HAVE BEEN 
LIBRA 
POKO? 

V 


I SUSPECT 
A MUCH MORE 
FORMIQABLB 
POE HAS 
INFILTRATED 
THE UNDER¬ 
WORLD. 



HE'S HERE. 
OUR FOE IS 
NEARBY// 
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YOU TOLV SEIVA 
ANP SHUN THAT 
MORTALS CANNOT 
PRESUME TO PASS 
JUDGMENT ON 
OTHERS. 

































how cm 
you WHINE 
ABOUT 
BEINO 
TIREP OP 
PIOHTINO? 




















NOW SHOW 
MB THAT 
STRBNGTH 
YOU BRAGGBP 
ABOUT!! 

























SEVERAL TIMES 
FOR YOU TO MAKE 
HASTE, LORP 
RHAPAMANWS. 












































RIGHT ARM 


LEFT ARM® 


SURPLICE BREAKDOWN AND FITTING CHART 11 

THE CELESTIAL BEAST STAR 


SPHINX SURPLICE 



































THIS 

MUST 

BBTHB 

SBCONP 

PRISON 


* WHAT'S 
THAT 

STENCH? 





























AND THIS \\ 
CUTE LITTLE 1 

CELESTIAL 

CRITTER IS \ 
CERBERUS, 

i BEAST 

THE OUARD 1 
DOC OF 

STAR 

HELL. \ 

1 

im 

\ SPHINX 
PHARAOH 

















TO 

CHEW 

ON 

LIVING 
PEOPLE 
If 
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IS ABOUT 


...AW YOU'LL 
BE ERASER 
FROM THE 
UNIVERSE, 
BOVY AW 
























TO ee CONTINUE? IN VOLUME 24! 










